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UM PROFESSORS OFFER FREE LECTURES TO COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
MISSOULA—
Women convicts, Margaret Mead and hiking the Continental Divide are but a few of the 
topics community organizations are invited to learn about through a speaker’s bureau offered by 
the Women’s Studies Program at The University of Montana.
In celebration of Women’s History Month, the speaker’s bureau makes professors 
available to the community for lectures on a variety of subjects through March and April.
There is no charge for the lectures, which run 15 to 30 minutes and allow additional time for 
discussion. The lectures are appropriate for both children and adults in nearly any type of 
organization.
“This gives the faculty a chance to introduce their work or their interests to the 
community,” said G.G. Weix, director of the Women’s Studies Program. “Anyone who would 
like a guest lecturer for Women’s History Month is welcome to contact us.”
Lecture topics include:
■ “Mary Wollstonecraft: Enlightenment Thinker,” by Barbara Andrew, assistant 
professor in philosophy and liberal studies. Andrew discusses Wollstonecraft’s 
life story, her works and her influence on contemporary issues such as reason, 
virtue and women’s role in society.
■ “Interpreting the West,” by Mary Ann Bonjorni, assistant professor of art. This
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talk features a slide lecture on Bonjorni’s art, followed by a discussion of 
women’s influence on her research and the importance of women in art 
programs.
“The Fatal Shore: Women Convicts in the First Australian Settlement,” by 
drama/dance instructor Dora Lanier. Lanier’s talk focuses on the stories of three 
female convicts in 18th century Australia.
“2,500 Miles Hiking the Continental Divide,” by Norma Nickerson, associate 
research professor and director of the Institute for Tourism and Recreation 
Research at the School of Forestry. Nickerson will discuss her experience 
walking the Continental Divide from the Mexican border to the Canadian border 
in 1980.
“Science: It’s Not Just for Men Anymore,” by Michelle Ceynar Rosell, visiting 
assistant professor of psychology. This talk focuses on women’s gains in and 
contributions to the sciences.
“Watershed Keeping is a Lot Like Housekeeping,” by environmental studies 
Professor Vicki Watson. Watson’s lecture will explore the similarities between 
maintaining a healthy watershed and a happy home.
“Zora Neale Hurston: Anthropologist and Author in the 20th Century,” by G.G. 
Weix, associate professor of anthropology and director of the Women’s Studies 
Program. Weix’s lecture remembers the legacy left by Hurston in the areas of 
gender and race in American anthropology.
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■ “Margaret Mead: Advocate of Equality and Diversity at Home and Abroad,” also 
by Weix. This lecture focuses on the famed anthropologist’s work on 
adolescence, sex roles and cultural diversity.
To request a brochure on the speaker’s bureau or for more information, call the 
Women’s Studies Program at (406) 243-2584.
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